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The Age of Anxiety

Name: ______________________________      Period:  1   2   5   6   8

or to Heck with Tradition

VI

Unit 6, Class 6Purpose:  Did this Age of Anxiety restructure 
Western Thought?

Part One: The Age of Anxiety
Section A: Belief in Progress

....Life would no longer fit into the old molds.
 Instead, great numbers of men and women felt themselves increasingly adrift in a strange, uncertain 
and uncontrollable world.  They saw themselves living in an age of anxiety, an age of continual crisis (this 
age lasted at least until the late 1950’s).  In almost every area of human experience, people went searching 
for ways to put meaning back into life.
Uncertainty in Modern Thought
 A Complex revolution in though and ideas was underway before the First World War, but only small, 
unusual groups were aware of it.  After the war, these new and upsetting ideas began to spread through the 
entire population.  Western society as a whole began to question and even abandon many cherished values 
and beliefs that had guided it since the eighteenth century Enlightenment and the nineteenth century tri-
umph of industrial development, scientific advances, and evolutionary thought.
 Before 1914 most people still believed in progress, reason and the rights of the individual.  Progress 
was a daily reality, apparent in the rising standard of living, the taming of the city, and the steady increase 
in popular education.  Such developments also encouraged the comforting belief in the logical universe of 
Newtonian physics as well as faith in the ability of  a rational human mind to understand that the universe 
through intellectual investigation.  And just as there were laws of science, so were the laws of society that 
rational human beings could discover and then wisely act on.  At the same time, the rights of the individual 
were not taken for granted; they were actually increasing.  Well-established political rights were gradually 
spreading to women and workers, and new “social rights,” such as old-age pensions, were emerging.  In 
short, before World War I most Europeans had a moderately optimistic view of the world....

What is the key concept of this excerpt from the textbook?

Reflect on the section you read for homework.  Does that section support these ideas you listed above?
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Section B: Belief in Progress?
Part One:  In groups, examine the homework section you were assigned.  Write a summary statement about the changes 
that occurred in the assigned section in relation to the excerpt read on page 354.  Each member must have this para-
graph.  Then assign members to define the term with a brief eplanation or describe the accomplishment of the significant 
person identified.

MODERN PHILOSOPHY
SUMMARY:

TERMS: 
•Frederick Nietzhe, •Ludwig Wittgenstein, •Jean Paul Satre, •Albert Camus, •systematic philosophy, •logical empiricism, 
•existentialism

THE REVIVAL OF CHRISTIANITY; THE NEW PHYSICS
SUMMARY:



417

TERMS: 
The New Physics: •S. Kierkegaard, •Graham Green, •C.S. Lewis, •Aldous Huxley, •Marie Curie, •Max Plank, •Albert Einstein

FREUDIAN PSYCHOLOGY; TWENTIETH CENTURY LITERATURE
SUMMARY:

TERMS: 
20thC Literature: •stream of consciousness, •id, •ego, •superego, •Virginia Woolf, •James Joyce, •Oswald Spengler, •Franz Kafka
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Part Two: The Arts and Entertainment
Section One: Architecture
There are multiple lenses through which the evolution of modern architecture may be viewed. Some historians see it as a social mat-
ter, closely tied to the project of Modernity and thus the Enlightenment. Modern architecture developed, in their opinion, as a result 
of social and political revolutions.  Others see Modern architecture as primarily driven by technological and engineering develop-
ments. Still other historians regard Modernism as a matter of taste, a reaction against eclecticism and the lavish stylistic excesses of 
Victorian and Edwardian architecture.

Compare
Department Stores

Compare
Office Buildings

Summary Statement
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Section Two: Movies, Music and Radio
Part One: Movies

Prior to World War I, European filmmakers, particularly the 
Italians and French, had led the way in production of epic 
motion pictures, such as Quo Vadis? and Cabiria. Howev-
er, the war and its immediate aftermath severely curtailed 
European production for several years. When it finally did 
recover, it was led by directors from Denmark, Germany, 
and the Soviet Union.
http://suite101.com/article/european-epic-films-of-the-early-1920s-a72763

1.  Eadweard Muybridge 
In 1878 , he photographed a horse named “Occident” in fast motion 
using a series of 12 stereoscopic cameras. The first experience suc-
cessfully took place on June 11 at the Palo Alto farm in California. The 
cameras were arranged along a track parallel to the horse’s, and each of 
the camera shutters was controlled by a trip wire which was triggered by 
the horse’s hooves.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrRUDS1xbNs

2. Kinetoscope Film
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmZ4VPmhAkw

3. A Trip to the Moon (Le voyage dans la lune) 1902 
A group of astronomers studies the way to travel to the moon. When 
they conclude their project, the president selects five other astronomers 

The Kinetoscope

The Kinetoscope is an early motion picture exhibition device. The 
Kinetoscope was designed for films to be viewed by one individual 
at a time through a peephole viewer window at the top of the device. 
The Kinetoscope was not a movie projector but introduced the basic 
approach that would become the standard for all cinematic projec-
tion before the advent of video.  First described in conceptual terms 
by U.S. inventor Thomas Edison in 1888, it was largely developed 
by his employee William Kennedy Laurie Dickson between 1889 
and 1892.

to travel with him. They embark in a shell and they are shot from a giant cannon to the moon. When they land, they seek shelter in a cave to protect 
from the snow. They meet the Selenites, the alien inhabitants of the moon, and they are destroyed by the astronomers that find that a strong hit 
make them explode. However, they arrive in large number and the astronomers are captured by the Selenites. But one astronomer hits their king 
that explodes and they run to the capsule pursued by the alien. They drop the capsule that falls through the space and reach the ocean. Then they 
are rescued by a steamer that brings the team safe and sound ashore.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FrdVdKlxUk

4. The Fall of Troy (La caduta di Troia) 1911
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWOcDs5cvrM

5. Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (Das Cabinet Des Dr. Caligari) 1920
Francis, a young man, recalls in his memory the horrible experiences he and his fiancée Jane recently went through. It is the annual fair in Holst-
enwall. Francis and his friend Alan visit The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, an exhibit where the mysterious doctor shows the somnambulist Cesare, and 
awakens him for some moments from his death-like sleep. When Alan asks Cesare about his future, Cesare answers that he will die before dawn. 
The next morning Alan is found dead. Francis suspects Cesare of being the murderer, and starts spying on him and Dr. Caligari. The following 
night Cesare is going to stab Jane in her bed, but softens when he sees the beautiful woman, and instead of committing another murder, he abducts 
her. Jane’s father awakens because of the noise, and he and some servants follow the fleeing Cesare. When Cesare cannot outrun his pursuers 
anymore, he gently places Jane down on the ground, and runs away. Francis and the police investigate the caravan of Dr. Caligari, but the doctor 
succeeds in slipping away.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FrdVdKlxUk

6. Battleship Potemkin (Bronenosets Potyomkin) 1925
The crew members of the battleship, cruising the Black Sea after returning from the war with Japan, are mutinous because of poor rations. There is 
a famous closeup of their breakfast meat, crawling with maggots. After officers throw a tarpaulin over the rebellious ones and order them to be shot, 
a firebrand named Vakulinchuk cries out, “Brothers! Who are you shooting at?” The firing squad lowers its guns, and when an officer unwisely tries 
to enforce his command, full-blown mutiny takes over the ship.  Onshore, news of the uprising reaches citizens who have long suffered under czarist 
repression. They send food and water out to the battleship in a flotilla of skiffs. Then, in one of the most famous sequences ever put on film, czarist 
troops march down a long flight of steps, firing on the citizens who flee before them in a terrified tide. Countless innocents are killed, and the mas-
sacre is summed up in the image of a woman shot dead trying to protect her baby in a carriage--which then bounces down the steps, out of control.
That there was, in fact, no czarist massacre on the Odessa Steps scarcely diminishes the power of the scene. The czar’s troops shot innocent civilians 
elsewhere in Odessa, and Eisenstein, in concentrating those killings and finding the perfect setting for them, was doing his job as a director. It is 
ironic that he did it so well that today, the bloodshed on the Odessa Steps is often referred to as if it really happened.
(Steps clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLEE2UL_N7Q)
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Part Two: Music
1. Josephine Baker (1906-1975)
She was an American-born French dancer, singer, and actress. Born Freda Josephine 
McDonald in St. Louis, Missouri, she became a citizen of France in 1937. Fluent in 
both English and French, Baker became an international musical and political icon. She 
was given such nicknames as the “Bronze Venus”, the “Black Pearl”, and the “Créole 
Goddess”.

2. Edith Piaf (1906-1975)
She was born Édith Giovanna Gassion, was a French singer who became widely regarded 
as France’s national popular singer, as well as being one of France’s greatest internation-
al stars.  Her singing reflected her life, with her specialty being of Chanson and ballads, 
particularly of love, loss and sorrow. Among her songs are “La Vie en rose” (1946), 
“Non, je ne regrette rien” (1960), “Hymne à l’amour” (1949), “Milord” (1959), “La 
Foule” (1957), “l’Accordéoniste” (1955), and “Padam ... Padam ...” (1951).

3. Vera Lynn(1917-       )
Born Vera Margaret Welch on 20 March 1917, she is an English singer, songwriter and 
actress whose musical recordings and performances were enormously popular during 
World War II.   During the war she toured Egypt, India and Burma, giving outdoor con-
certs for the troops. She became known, and is still referred to, as “The Forces’ Sweet-
heart”; the songs most associated with her are “We’ll Meet Again”, “The White Cliffs of 
Dover”, “A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square” and “There’ll Always Be an England”.  
She remained popular after the war, appearing on radio and television in the UK and the 
United States and recording such hits as “Auf Wiederseh’n Sweetheart” and “My Son, 
My Son”.

Part Three: Analysis of the Age of Anxiety
Examine the pictures below.  How do they represent the changes in this period of time, the Age of Anxiety?

Weeping Woman
Pablo Picasso 1937

Fire and Death
Paul Klee, 1940

Paris Society
Max Beckmann, 1931

Family Picture
Max Beckmann, 1920


